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Thirty-five years ago, Carlos Toshiki made his debut as the vocalist of 1986 Omega Tribe. His unique
and sweet voice instantly fascinated the whole country with the mega-hit "% | 1000%". The music

of 1986 Omega Tribe, which became an origin of City Pop and is being rediscovered not only by long-
time fans but also by the younger generations, would not be the same without Carlos' presence. We
had a chance to do a remote interview with Carlos, who is currently busy working as a musician in his
homeland Brazil and asked him to share his thoughts on 1986 Omega Tribe/Carlos Toshiki & Omega
Tribe, including the reason for their debut, memories of the songs included in “To Your Summertime
Smile” (the 35th Anniversary Album), and stories from their recordings and live performances. We
asked him to share some of his thoughts on Omega Tribe.
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[Congratulations on the release of "To Your Summertime Smile", the 35th anniversary album of 1986
Omega Tribe! 80s City Pop is being rediscovered, so | think this aloum will be listened to, even by
young music fans nowadays.]

| hope you all will give it a listen. When | listened to the album, it sounded wonderful. | got the
feeling that the staff involved, including the arranger Mr. Hiroshi Shinkawa, did their best, which is
cool. Even though time has passed, it still has the same feel of that time, the sound of analog
recordings. It was right on the border between analog and digital, so there was a good "original"
sound, and listening to it felt nostalgic. At that time, it was the era of the bubble economy, so | could
record quite luxuriously and had sessions with various Japanese and American musicians. | am glad
that it remained in that shape and is now being listened to again, including the younger generation
and, that | worked hard for it. When | listen to it now, | can feel that the composer, lyricist, arranger,
producer, and everyone involved did their best. | would be happy if everyone appreciates the music
of that time again after listening to this.
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[Carlos, can you tell us one more time how you made your debut with 1986 Omega Tribe?]

| was working part-time in Japan, working on a few TV commercial songs, and to get a full-time job, |
made a demo tape and sent it to various production companies, and it happened to reach Koichi
Fujita, the producer of Omega Tribe. At that time, the only song | knew about Kiyotaka Sugiyama &
Omega Tribe was "Summer Suspicion". | had no idea how famous the band was, so when they told
me | was going to be a member of Omega Tribe, it did not really hit me. Looking back on it now, |
guess it was for the best (laughs). | joined Omega Tribe because | wanted to sing, and the opportunity
came at the right time. It was an exceptionally good chance for me to meet Omega Tribe, and | think
they were able to bring out my best qualities. The people who were first involved with Omega Tribe
were inspired by the same Western music that | was listening to, such as 80's American AOR and
Quincy Jones, and that made things a lot easier for me. After joining Omega Tribe, | was able to
express myself little by little during the first recording session. Music can surpass words and have
conversations with sound, right? This is what | felt from the very beginning and it was a great
experience for me.
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[So, it was a fateful encounter, wasn't it?]

When | think about it now, | realize that it was fate. | guess | was able to meet the people | needed to
meet. That is why, even now, | am very connected to Mr. Shinkawa, Mr. Izumi and the other people
who were involved at that time. | wonder what it was... like a bond, a strong connection. | think that
is how authentic it was.
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[By the way, what kind of songs did you sing onto the demo tape you mentioned earlier?]

At that time, | was singing a lot of commercial songs in English, so | had three or four English song

samples. For example, Wham!’s "Careless Whisper", and then Billy Joel’s "Honesty" ...... What else
was on there? Hmmm, | cannot remember (laughs).
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[That was over 35 years ago (laughs). In any case, the demo tape of you singing Western music
caught his ear, didn't it?]

That is right. | think he thought, "Oh, this sounds interesting." and felt that | had something special.
When | met Mr. Fujita, he told me that Omega Tribe was looking for a new vocalist, and he wanted to
see what would happen if Carlos's voice was added to the Omega Sound, so | auditioned. At that

time, they told me to practice KS & OT’s ".3-7= ¥ @ E#J3E Never Ending Summer" and "Silence 23>
2 1", | practiced, went to the VAP recording studio, recorded these two songs there, and was
accepted. | think they felt like, "This is the start of the new Omega Tribe, different from KS & OT."
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[Is "# 1% 1000%” the first song you recorded after your debut was announced?]

No, the first song | recorded was a song for the B-Side "Your Graduation". That is why this song has
such a huge meaning for me. It was the first time in my life that | recorded a ballad that | actually
liked. Izumi-san (Tsunehiro Izumi) arranged "Your Graduation" for me, and | thought it was a great
song. | liked the sad lyrics about a graduation ceremony. At that time, it had been four years since |
left Brazil and came to Japan. | did not feel lonely, but there was a feeling of sadness in me. It was

perfect for this song. | recorded the single "# (% 1000%" and because we had to put a lot of effort

into it, it took a long time. We had a lot of discussions about how to fix things and what keys to use.
The Key was raised, saying: "Carlos has a beautiful high voice." And | thought: "What? That's too

harsh!" (laughs) The highest note for me is A. " (< 1000%" is in A, but when | looked at every note,

| saw that more than 150 notes are one step higher Bs. | realized that the last part, "> > >V >/ > >

" (humming the chorus, "You are 1000%"), was the hardest part (laughs). But when I listened to the
sound of this album and the new arrangement by Mr. Shinkawa, | knew it was a masterpiece.

Regardless of the arrangement, | once again felt the strength of the melody in "# |£ 1000%". | think
that's why it was so hard for us to get the title and lyrics of " X 1000%" to make it a hit song.

We recorded "Your Graduation" first, and then "# | 1000%".
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[Did you yourself feel the pressure to make "# |% 1000%" a hit?]

Hmmm, not really. | just wanted a chance, that's all. | had a kind of stubbornness inside of me that
said: "If | get the chance, I'll definitely work hard on it" (laughs). | had a dream that it would become a
hit, but | was an amateur until then, so as long as | tried my best to sing and express myself, it didn't
matter if the result was good or bad. The pressure was on me to make sure | was satisfied first. The
pressure was on me to make sure | was satisfied. | never had the luxury of worrying about numbers
and such. Looking back, | think it's good that | didn't know how big a band Kiyotaka Sugiyama &
Omega Tribe was. So, | didn't feel like Sugiyama-san was my rival or anything like that.
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[So, if you had known more about it, maybe you would have been too conscious, and it might not
have worked?]

| might have been out of my mind (laughs). But really, | had been in Japan for four years, so | had to
go back to school soon, | had to think about my future, and when | met Omega Tribe, | was thinking
about leaving. So, | thought this would be my last chance, and if it didn't work out well, | would just
accept it and give up. | was desperate to take that chance. Anyway, | couldn't really perform, so | had
to put myself out there, but since it was my first time singing an original song, | didn't really know
what my own personality or style was? | was thinking about how to express myself for this song. |
decided to close my eyes and sing it so that | would have to move/dance while listening. Of course,
music, melody, lyrics, and sound all have a meaning, but more important to me was the energy of
each song. Like, there are Western songs that give you goosebumps. | was exactly looking for
something like that. So, at the time, | was very aware of the fact that | had to find something that
would give me goosebumps when singing. | was young and not very creative, especially because of

the language difference. For example, | think the same "% L T %" (I love you) is expressed pretty

differently in Brazil than in Japan. When | was recording "Your Graduation" and "You are 1000%", |
had not fully understood the Japanese emotions yet, but | was trying to extract some kind of energy
from myself to get me moving to the music.
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[Your debut song "# X 1000%" became a big hit and is still one of the most beloved songs. How did

you feel when it became a hit?]

| was surprised. Up until then, | had been working part-time as a waiter in a restaurant as well asin a
disco, while studying singing and chasing after my dreams. Thanks to the release of "% |Z 1000%" it
became the theme song for the prime-time national TV drama "#7 + ZAFEHLE S" and within a
week of its release, it debuted at No. 17 on the charts, gaining attention as an upcoming artist and |
was invited to be in the live broadcast "5 ® Spotlight" (Spotlight of the Week) on the segment

"The Best Ten". The next day, | couldn't even walk around the city, because everyone was like:
"Carlos, Carlos!" Instantly, | became like a Cinderella boy, a celebrity, and everyone knew me as the
person who was on TV. It really was a shock to me. When your appearance and life changes so much,
you start to doubt people.
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[It was changing too rapidly, wasn't it?]

My entire history before that was in Brazil, | don't have any childhood friends in Japan, my family is
all in Brazil, and | didn’t have anything in Japan, so | was really alone. Then, suddenly, there was this
huge change, and everyone knew me. This was scary. | enjoyed the fact that the song was a hit, but
there were big differences in my own life, especially my relationships. | was by myself until then, but
suddenly there were more people in life, even more relatives (laughs). Also, a guy from my part-time
job who never invited me to hang out once said, "Carlos, remember me? Let's go out sometime!" |
was in a constant state of shock until | realized that for myself. | thought, "This change is really scary.'
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[You were on TV every week!]

| was on TV all the time. Everyone knew me, but | had no friends, so | was in an isolated situation. It
was really sad. It always started like, "Oh, Carlos from Omega Tribe! The best-selling person on the
Top Ten." So, that's why it was hard to make real, genuine friends. That was probably the hardest
part. In that moment | realized that my family and childhood friends are really important to me. Even
now, | know my childhood friends in Brazil. They see me as "Carlos, the boy from that time". If that
had been the case in Japan, it would have been much easier for me.
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[Even though it was a challenging time for you, there are many Japanese fans who fell in love with
1986 Omega Tribe with "# [ 1000%" and still listen to it nowadays.]

I'm so grateful for that. | couldn't do anything last year, but when | performed in Japan the year
before last, people still remembered my songs even after such a long time, and young people came
to see the show. | really appreciate that. So, I'm happy that | worked so hard. In many ways, | think |
had a very privileged experience. | was able to experience it all, from being lonely to being popular. |
think it all worked out positive for me now.
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[In this new album, in addition to the original "You are 1000%", there is a new arrangement called
"You are 1000% 2ndline" by Mr. Shinkawa, how did you feel after listening to it?]

Well, it's awesome! Mr. Shinkawa's sound behind my voice gave me a sense of security. Everything
from the chords to the tone matched my voice very well. | got the impression that it was a blend
between the Carlos today and the 1986 Omega Tribe Carlos, in the end | felt like | got the best of

both worlds. If I, now an adult with experience, was to sing "% I 1000%", it would sound like this.
That's how | feel.
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[Does it fit your current feeling, Carlos?]

Yes, it does. In this digital age, it feels like the energy of the human being, the musician, his or her
voice is coming out instead of being so simple, acoustic, and noisy. The solo trumpet and the cutting
sound in the background has a nostalgic feel that reminded me of the 70's sound. | really feel that
Shinkawa's arrangement and my voice are a perfect match. When | listen to the other songs, the
remix really matches the sound, chords, and tempo with my voice.
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[Please tell us about your feelings and stories about the other songs. First: "Super Chance".]

The song "Super Chance" was chosen as a commercial title for Fujifilm's "Fujicolor" product. Yoko
Minamino was the actor in the commercial, and | came up with the song after watching the video of
the CM. | was told on which day/month the commercial would be aired, so | just wrote the chorus
first and recorded it. When | listened to it, | thought, "What?" (laughs). | don't exactly know if it was
after that, that we said, "Well, let's think about the A melody and the B melody", but anyway, | only
recorded the chorus, and there was no before or after, so | wondered: "What kind of song is this
going to be?" After the song was finished, | remember realizing how to make a song out of it. | used
to work on commercial songs before my debut, but it was the first time for me to create an only 30
seconds long song out of a chorus. Anyway, | have a strong impression of how impactful the chorus
is.
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[In fact, the commercial was very often aired, but Carlos, how did you feel when you heard your own
voice in the TV commercial?]

| was so happy. It wasn't about whether it would sell or not, it was more about the fact that my song

was on TV (laughs). | wonder if "Super Chance" reached number one first on "The Best Then" or "&#X

® Top Ten". That was also very impressive. Also, when "Super Chance" became a hit, "% ® Hit

Studio" invited my parents to the studio. That had a huge impact on me. My parents were able to
come and see me performing the best. My mother had been hospitalized for a stroke due to high
blood pressure, and | thought it would be impossible for her to fly. She was released from the
hospital just before the flight, and | thought there was no way for her to make a 30-hour long trip
with high blood pressure. So, when | saw my mother, | cried so hard. | thought it was a miracle. This
is the only song that | was able to sing in front of my mother and father in person. | couldn't even sing
it because | was in tears (laughs). So | remember "Super Chance" as a song that helped me repay my
parents for believing in me and supporting me.
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